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ORAM PROTECTS AND EMPOWERS LGBTIQ
ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES GLOBALLY,

CREATING SUSTAINABILITY 
AND SYSTEMIC CHANGE.
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Thank you for your sol idar ity ,  a l lyship,  and support  over the
past year .  ORAM’s l i fe-changing work would not have been
possible without the generosity of  our community of  donors,
who have stepped up for LGBTIQ refugees in so many
signif icant ways.  Together ,  we are helping people l ive with
dignity and pr ide.  In many countr ies around the word,  the  
LGBTIQ community and our a l l ies celebrate June as Pr ide
Month,  but Pr ide is  more than 30 days on a calendar.  I t ’s  a
365 days-a-year commitment.   

One of the most rewarding parts of  my job is  meeting and
working alongside the remarkable LGBTIQ refugees ORAM
serves.  I ’ve had the opportunity to vis it  ORAM’s areas of
operat ion and see f i rsthand how our programs impact the
community we serve and also hear their  feedback which
helps us ensure we are offer ing the best services possible.
Throughout this  report ,  you’ l l  read about people ORAM has
served over the last  year and how they are improving their
l ives.  

A MESSAGE 
FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Fr iends,  
This  past  year ,  ORAM celebrated a s ignif icant mi lestone:  our 15th anniversary of  assist ing and
support ing LGBTIQ refugees and asylum seekers global ly .  

Against  this  backdrop,  ORAM’s innovative programs have helped vulnerable yet resi l ient LGBTIQ
refugees and asylum seekers rebui ld dignif ied l ives in transit  countr ies whi le they await  resett lement.
As we entered uncharted waters and expanded our programs,  the organizat ion required a roadmap to
address the future needs of  ORAM and the queer refugees we serve.  So last  year ,  our team embarked
on a comprehensive three-year strategic planning process.  Within the plan,  we structured ORAM’s
ongoing programmatic efforts  into three pi l lars :  protect ion,  empowerment,  and advocacy.  In this
report ,  you wi l l  f ind ORAM’s incredible impact in these categories.  

I n  s o l i d a r i t y ,

Leading ORAM for the last  f ive years has been one of the greatest  honors of  my l i fe ,  and I  am thr i l led
to celebrate this  mi lestone with you and the LGBTIQ refugees we serve.  ORAM’s reach over the past
year has grown and evolved,  impacting thousands of  LGBTIQ refugees around the globe.  Unfortunately ,
the past  twelve months have also seen the introduction of ant i-LGBTIQ legis lat ion across the U.S.  and
around the world,  a longside r is ing xenophobia and anti- immigrant and refugee sentiments.  

S t e v e  R o t h
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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Thanks to this  v ibrant community,  the LGBTIQ refugees ORAM serves can celebrate Refugee Pride:
365 days a year .  Please enjoy the fol lowing pages of  the report  to see how LGBTIQ refugees embody
Refugee Pr ide:  365 .  



O R A M ’ S  L E G A C Y
PIONEERING ADVOCACY
AND SUPPORT FOR LGBTIQ
REFUGEES 
O R A M  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  N G O s  t o  a s s i s t  p e o p l e  f l e e i n g
p e r s e c u t i o n  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d / o r  g e n d e r  i d e n t i t y  a n d
e x p r e s s i o n  ( S O G I E ) .  F o u n d e d  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  i n  2 0 0 8 ,  O R A M  h a s  b e e n  a
p i o n e e r  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  e m p o w e r i n g  e x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  L G B T I Q
r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  g l o b a l l y .   

O R A M ’ s  i n i t i a l  p r i o r i t y  w a s  p r o v i d i n g
l e g a l  s u p p o r t  t o  L G B T I Q  i n d i v i d u a l s
f o r c e d  t o  f l e e  t h e i r  h o m e s .  O R A M  a l s o
p r o v i d e d  t r a i n i n g  t o  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  f r o m
N G O s ,  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  a n d  U N H C R  o n  t h e
u n i q u e  p r o t e c t i o n  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s e v e r e l y
m a r g i n a l i z e d  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e
p o p u l a t i o n .  T h i s  f o u n d a t i o n a l  w o r k  s e t
t h e  s t a g e  f o r  b r o a d e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d
s u p p o r t  o f  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  i s  w o r k
w e  s t i l l  d o  t o d a y .   

EARLY YEARS AND ADVOCACY

JOINING ALIGHT AND
EXPANDING REACH

I n  2 0 1 8 ,  a f t e r  a  d e c a d e  o f  i m p a c t f u l
w o r k ,  O R A M  m e r g e d  w i t h  A l i g h t
( f o r m e r l y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e f u g e e
C o m m i t t e e ) ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  h a s
s e r v e d  d i s p l a c e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  o v e r
2 0  c o u n t r i e s  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  4 0  y e a r s .
T h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p  m a r k e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
m i l e s t o n e ,  r e l o c a t i n g  O R A M ’ s  o f f i c e  t o
M i n n e a p o l i s .  O R A M  a l s o  r e g i s t e r e d  a s  a
n o n p r o f i t  i n  G e r m a n y  a n d  o p e n e d  a n
o f f i c e  i n  B e r l i n .  
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IMPACT AND CHALLENGES 

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  S t e v e  R o t h  t o o k  o v e r  a s  O R A M ’ s
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r .  U n d e r  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,
O R A M  a d o p t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m i s s i o n
s t a t e m e n t :  
“ O R A M  p r o t e c t s  a n d  e m p o w e r s  L G B T I Q
a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  a n d  r e f u g e e s  g l o b a l l y ,
c r e a t i n g  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  s y s t e m i c
c h a n g e . ”  
T h i s  m i s s i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  g u i d e  O R A M ’ s
w o r k  t o d a y .  O R A M  b e g a n  p r o v i d i n g  d i r e c t
s u p p o r t  t o  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m
s e e k e r s  t h r o u g h  e c o n o m i c  e m p o w e r m e n t
i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  K e n y a  a n d  s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g  i n
M e x i c o .  O R A M ' s  t e a m ,  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w  t o d a y  a s  w e
s t r i v e  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  r i s i n g
n u m b e r  o f  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  g l o b a l l y .   

NEW LEADERSHIP  AND MISSION

O v e r  t h e  l a s t  1 5  y e a r s ,  O R A M  h a s  m a d e
a  t r e m e n d o u s  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  r e f u g e e
s e c t o r ,  p o s i t i v e l y  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  l i v e s  o f
t h o u s a n d s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h r o u g h
h o u s i n g ,  s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  j o b
m e n t o r s h i p .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  j o u r n e y  h a s
a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  s e v e r e  c h a l l e n g e s
f a c e d  b y  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m
s e e k e r s  g l o b a l l y .
F r o m  f a c i n g  S O G I E  p e r s e c u t i o n  t o
c l i m a t e  c r i s e s ,  n u m e r o u s  f a c t o r s  d r i v e
L G B T I Q  p e o p l e  t o  f l e e  t h e i r  h o m e
c o u n t r y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  m a n y  t r a n s i t
c o u n t r i e s  a r e  u n w e l c o m i n g  o r  u n s a f e
f o r  L G B T I Q  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  m a k i n g  i t  e v e n
m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  n a v i g a t e  c o m p l e x
s y s t e m s  d u e  t o  t h e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d
v i o l e n c e  t h e y  o f t e n  e n c o u n t e r .  

L G B T I Q  R E F U G E E S  R E C E I V I N G  S K I L L S  T R A I N I N G
I N  H A I R  D R E S S I N G ,  K A K U M A  R E F U G E E  C A M P  
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O R A M  C L I E N T  A N D  L G B T I Q  R E F U G E E
E N T R E P R E N E U R  C R E A T I N G  J E W E L R Y  F O R  
T H E I R  B U S I N E S S ,  N A I R O B I
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O R A M  C L I E N T  A N D  L G B T I Q  R E F U G E E
E N T R E P R E N E U R  C R E A T I N G  J E W E L R Y  F O R
T H E I R  B U S I N E S S ,  N A I R O B I
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Centering
LGBTIQ Refugees

& Localization

Providing Tools 
for Self-Sufficiency

& Capacity Building 

Building &
Leveraging

Partnerships

Co l l abo ra t i ve  -  W e  a r e  t e a m  p l a y e r s  a n d
f o s t e r  o p e n n e s s  w i t h  a l l  s t a k e h o l d e r s .  

Adapt i ve  -  W e  l i s t e n  t o  c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s  t o
r e s p o n d  t o  c r i s e s  f l e x i b l y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y .   

Respons i ve  -  W e  r e s p o n d  t o  v o i c e s  o n  t h e
g r o u n d  a n d  t o  e m e r g e n t  n e e d s  w i t h  t i m e l i n e s s .  
 
Equ i t ab l e  -  W e  u s e  a n  e q u i t y  l e n s  i n  o u r
i n t e r n a l  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  a p p r o a c h e s  t o
a s s e s s i n g  o u r  i m p a c t .   

So lu t i ons -o r i en ted  -  W e  f i n d  w a y s  t o  s o l v e
p r o b l e m s  b y  e n s u r i n g  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  a r e  l o n g -
t e r m ,  s u s t a i n a b l e ,  i m p a c t f u l ,  a n d  e q u i t a b l e .  

THE PLAN ALSO IDENTIF IES
OUR CORE VALUES :  C .A .R .E .S .
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O R A M ’ S  T H R E E  Y E A R
 STRATEGIC  PLAN

I n  2 0 2 3 ,  O R A M  e m b a r k e d  o n  a  j o u r n e y  t o  c r a f t  a  n e w  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  t o
g u i d e  o u r  w o r k  a n d  f u t u r e  g r o w t h .  T h a n k s  t o  t h e  h a r d  w o r k ,  c o m m i t m e n t ,
a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  o u r  d e d i c a t e d  t e a m  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  w e  h a v e
O R A M ’ s  n e w  B o a r d - a p p r o v e d  t h r e e - y e a r  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n .  

OUR CONTINUED WORK INCLUDES:
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PROTECTION 
O F  L G B T I Q  R E F U G E E S  

EMPOWERMENT
O F  I N D I V I D U A L S ,  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S ,  
A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S  

ADVOCACY
F O R  L G B T I Q  R E F U G E E S  A N D  T H E  S E C T O R  
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I N T R O D U C I N G  
O R A M ' S  I M P A C T  P I L L A R S  
F o r  t h e  p a s t  1 5  y e a r s ,  O R A M  h a s  r e f i n e d  o u r  p r o g r a m s  b y  l e a r n i n g
f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  r e f u g e e s  w e  s u p p o r t .  O u r  p r o g r a m s  h e l p
L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  a c h i e v e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  w h i l e
a d a p t i n g  t o  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  c o n t e x t s ,  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  u n i q u e
n e e d s  o f  b o t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  
 

OUR CURRENT AND FUTURE IMPACT IS  STRUCTURED
INTO THE THREE KEY PROGRAMMATIC  AREAS:
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OUR CURRENT STRATEGIC  PRIORIT IES :  

Serving as a hub to connect LGBTIQ
refugees with stakeholders, funders, 
and collaborators in the space to make
the necessary linkages. 

Building critical organizational
infrastructure in development,
communications, and operations.

Structuring our work into three
programmatic areas - protection,
empowerment, and advocacy.



PROTECTION
ORAM PROTECTS LGBTIQ REFUGEES :  365  

O R A M  p r o v i d e s  p r o t e c t i o n ,  s a f e t y ,  a n d  s t a b i l i t y  t o  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s
s o  t h e y  c a n  h a v e  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n s  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e i r  l i v e s
w i t h  d i g n i t y  a n d  p r i d e .  

L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s
o f t e n  f a c e  s i g n i f i c a n t  b a r r i e r s  i n
s e c u r i n g  h o u s i n g  d u e  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n
a n d  p e r s e c u t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e i r  s e x u a l
o r i e n t a t i o n ,  g e n d e r  i d e n t i t y ,  o r
e x p r e s s i o n .  O R A M  o f f e r s  s h o r t - t e r m  a n d
e m e r g e n c y  h o u s i n g  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  s a f e t y
a n d  b a s i c  n e e d s  o f  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a r e
m e t .  S o m e  o f  o u r  h o u s i n g  s o l u t i o n s  a r e
p r o v i d e d  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  A i r b n b . o r g .   

SHELTER

O R A M  a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t s  L G B T I Q  a s y l u m
s e e k e r s  d u r i n g  e m e r g e n c i e s  a n d
h u m a n i t a r i a n  c r i s e s .  W h e t h e r  r e s p o n d i n g
t o  R u s s i a ’ s  i n v a s i o n  o f  U k r a i n e ,
a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  o n g o i n g  d r o u g h t  i n  K e n y a ,
o r  r e a c t i n g  t o  c h a n g i n g  l a w s  l i k e  t h e
a n t i - h o m o s e x u a l i t y  a c t  i n  U g a n d a ,  w e
p r o v i d e  c r i t i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s
e m e r g e n c y  c a s h  a i d  t o  n e w  a r r i v a l s  a n d
v u l n e r a b l e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  f i r s t  c o u n t r i e s
o f  a s y l u m ,  h e l p i n g  t h e m  m e e t  t h e i r  b a s i c
d a i l y  n e e d s  d u r i n g  t i m e s  o f  c r i s i s .  

EMERGENCY RESPONSE

T h r o u g h  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  O R A M
r e f e r s  c l i e n t s  t o  o t h e r  l o c a l  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  –  a n d
v i c e  v e r s a  –  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  L G B T I Q
a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  a n d  r e f u g e e s  r e c e i v e
w e l l - r o u n d e d  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  
o f  a s y l u m .    

SERVICE REFERRALS

O R A M  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  t h e  q u i c k  a n d
e x p e d i t e d  r e s e t t l e m e n t  o f  v u l n e r a b l e
L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s .  W h e n
p o s s i b l e ,  w e  r e f e r  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  t h r o u g h
a v a i l a b l e  r e s e t t l e m e n t  p a t h w a y s ,  h e l p i n g
t h e m  f i n d  s a f e t y  i n  t h i r d  c o u n t r i e s  o r  s e c u r e
c o u n t r i e s  o f  a s y l u m .  

RESETTLEMENT REFERRALS
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P R O T E C T I O N  I M P A C T  :  F I S C A L  Y E A R  2 0 2 4

N i g h t s  o f  s a f e  s h o r t - t e r m
h o u s i n g  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  t o
L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  i n  K e n y a
a n d  E u r o p e .  

MEET S IMON*  (HE/HIM)
   S i m o n ,  a  g a y  m a n  f r o m  U g a n d a ,  w a s  w o r k i n g  a s  a  b a n k
b r a n c h  m a n a g e r  w h e n  h e  w a s  o u t e d  t o  h i s  f a m i l y .  S i m o n
f l e d  t o  K e n y a ,  e n d u r i n g  h u n g e r ,  e x h a u s t i o n ,  a n d  h o s t i l i t y  o n
t h e  l o n g  j o u r n e y .  I n  K a k u m a ,  S i m o n  e x p e r i e n c e d
p e r s e c u t i o n ,  s t i g m a ,  a n d  v i o l e n c e  f r o m  o t h e r  r e f u g e e s  a n d
o f f i c i a l s .  S i m o n  a n d  o t h e r  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  w a i t e d  i n  t h e
r e c e p t i o n  c e n t e r  f o r  m o n t h s ,  s l e e p i n g  o u t s i d e  w i t h  o n e  e y e
o p e n  t o  w a t c h  t h e i r  b e l o n g i n g s .
   W h e n  S i m o n  f i n a l l y  w a s  a s s i g n e d  a  s h e l t e r  i n  t h e  c a m p ,  i t
w a s n ' t  l o n g  u n t i l  a  g r o u p  o f  o t h e r  r e f u g e e s  d e s t r o y e d  i t  i n
a n  a p p a r e n t  a c t  o f  h o m o p h o b i c  v i o l e n c e  b y  o t h e r  r e f u g e e s .
F o r c e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  o v e r c r o w d e d  r e c e p t i o n  c e n t e r ,
S i m o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w a i t  f o r  r e l i e f .  
   T h a t  r e l i e f  c a m e  o n e  y e a r  l a t e r  w h e n  S i m o n  l e a r n e d  a b o u t
O R A M .  " I  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s u p p o r t  O R A M  i s  g i v i n g  t o
u s .  I t  h a s  g i v e n  u s  h o p e  t h a t  w e  a r e  h u m a n  b e i n g s . . . w e  c a n
g e t  a s s i s t a n c e  l i k e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  g e t  i n  t h e  c a m p , "  S i m o n
s a i d .  
   N o w ,  w i t h  a  f o u n d a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  h i m s e l f ,  S i m o n  d r e a m s
o f  a  f u t u r e  w h e r e  h e  c a n  a d v o c a t e  f o r  o t h e r s .  " I  k n o w  t h a t
o n e  d a y ,  I  c a n  a d v o c a t e  f o r  v u l n e r a b l e  p e o p l e .  I  s e e  w h a t
I ' m  s u p p o s e d  t o  d o , "  h e  s a i d .

* S i m o n ’ s  n a m e  h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d  f o r  h i s  s a f e t y .   

L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m
s e e k e r s  w e r e  s e n s i t i z e d  o n  t h e
l e g a l  f r a m e w o r k  o n  a s y l u m
s e e k i n g  p r o c e s s ,  r e f u g e e  s t a t u s
d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  r e f u g e e  r i g h t s
a n d  o b l i g a t i o n s  i n  K e n y a .

L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d
a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  r e c e i v e d
s h o r t - t e r m  s a f e  h o u s i n g
f r o m  O R A M  i n  G e r m a n y
a n d  K e n y a .  

L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m
s e e k e r s  i n  K a k u m a  R e f u g e e  C a m p
r e c e i v e d  s h e l t e r  t h r o u g h  a
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  U N H C R  a n d
P e a c e  W i n d s  J a p a n ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n
e n h a n c e d  s a f e t y ,  w e l l - b e i n g ,  a n d
s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  c a m p .
a n d  o b l i g a t i o n s  i n  K e n y a .

L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  r e c e i v e d
m u l t i - p u r p o s e d  c a s h
a s s i s t a n c e  i n  K e n y a .  

L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e - l e d  c o m m u n i t y -
b a s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( C B O s )  i n
K e n y a  r e c e i v e d  f i n a n c i a l
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  7 0  L G B T I Q
a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  a n d  r e f u g e e s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  n e w  a r r i v a l s ,  w i t h
s h e l t e r ,  f o o d ,  a n d  n o n - f o o d  i t e m s .  
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EMPOWERMENT
ORAM EMPOWERS LGBTIQ REFUGEES :  365  

O R A M  e m p o w e r s  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n
t r a n s i t  c o u n t r i e s  b y  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  t o o l s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s
t h e y  n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e i r  s a f e t y  a n d  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .  

L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  o f t e n  n e e d  t o  a c q u i r e
n e w  j o b  s k i l l s  t o  a l i g n  w i t h  t h e  m a r k e t
d e m a n d s  o f  t r a n s i t  c o u n t r i e s .  O R A M
p r o v i d e s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  i n
m a r k e t - d r i v e n  s k i l l s ,  e q u i p p i n g  r e f u g e e s
w i t h  t h e  t o o l s  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e i r  l i v e s ,
g e n e r a t e  i n c o m e ,  a n d  i n t e g r a t e  i n t o  t h e
c o u n t r y  o f  a s y l u m .  

CLIENT SKILLS  TRAININGS

L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s
o f t e n  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  g e t  l e g a l  w o r k
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  i n  t r a n s i t  c o u n t r i e s .
O R A M ’ s  l i v e l i h o o d  p r o j e c t s  e n a b l e
L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  t o  l e a r n  u s e f u l  s k i l l s  t o
b e c o m e  s e l f - r e l i a n t .  W e  o f f e r  s e e d
f u n d i n g  f o r  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  t o  s t a r t
t h e i r  o w n  b u s i n e s s e s ,  c o m p l e m e n t e d  b y
m e n t o r s h i p  t h a t  e n s u r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d
r e s i l i e n t  i n c o m e  g e n e r a t i o n .  

L IVELIHOODS
PROJECTS  

MENTORING
S t r o n g  m e n t o r s h i p  p r o v i d e s  L G B T I Q
r e f u g e e s  t h e  b u s i n e s s  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  t o
r e b u i l d  t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  b e c o m e  l e a d e r s
w i t h i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h r o u g h
O R A M ’ s  T r a i n i n g  o f  T r a i n e r s  ( T o T )
p r o g r a m  i n  K e n y a ,  s t u d e n t s  i n  o u r  t r a i n i n g
p r o g r a m s  o b t a i n  t h e  s k i l l s  t o  b e c o m e
t e a c h e r s  t o  o t h e r  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s .  O u r
E c o n o m i c  E m p o w e r m e n t  p r o g r a m  i n
E u r o p e  c o n n e c t s  l e s b i a n ,  b i s e x u a l ,  t r a n s ,
i n t e r s e x ,  a n d  q u e e r  ( L B T I Q )  r e f u g e e s  f r o m
U k r a i n e  w i t h  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  j o b  t r a i n i n g
a n d  m e n t o r s h i p  p r o g r a m s .   

O R A M  p r o v i d e s  r e f u g e e - l e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
( R L O s )  w i t h  t h e  s k i l l s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  t o
s u p p o r t  t h e i r  f e l l o w  q u e e r  r e f u g e e s  a n d
r e s p o n d  t o  e m e r g e n c i e s .  T h r o u g h
c a p a c i t y - s t r e n g t h e n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  O R A M
t r a i n s  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s
t o  l e a d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y -
b a s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o w a r d  s e l f -
s u f f i c i e n c y .  

CAPACITY  STRENGTHENING

1 1



MEET BOJI  (THEY/HE/SHE)   

   B o j i ,  a  n o n b i n a r y  q u e e r  p e r s o n  f r o m  U k r a i n e ,
a r r i v e d  i n  B e r l i n  a  f e w  d a y s  b e f o r e  R u s s i a
l a u n c h e d  i t s  f u l l - s c a l e  i n v a s i o n  o f  U k r a i n e .  B o j i
s t r u g g l e d  t o  f i n d  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  B e r l i n  a f t e r
r e s i g n i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  j o b .
   " I t ' s  h a r d  t o  f i n d  a  j o b  i n  G e r m a n y .  M a n y
c o m p a n i e s  w a n t  G e r m a n  s p e a k e r s , "  B o j i  s a i d  a b o u t
t h e  t o u g h  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  f i n d i n g  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g
j o b s .  
   A f t e r  s u b m i t t i n g  1 3 0  j o b  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  g o i n g
t h r o u g h  4 0  i n t e r v i e w s ,  B o j i  e n r o l l e d  i n  O R A M ' s
e c o n o m i c  e m p o w e r m e n t  p r o g r a m .  O R A M
c o n n e c t e d  B o j i  t o  a  m e n t o r ,  a  G e r m a n  m a n  w h o
w o r k s  f o r  B C G  ( a  c o n s u l t i n g  g r o u p )  a n d  p r e v i o u s l y
f o r  L ' O r e a l .  T h e  m e n t o r s h i p  h e l p e d  B o j i  i m p r o v e
h i s  p i t c h  a n d  i n t e r v i e w  c o n f i d e n c e .   
   “ [ M y  m e n t o r ]  h e l p e d  m e  w i t h  t h e  p i t c h  s t r u c t u r e
a n d  t o  t a l k  w i t h  K P I s  t o  s h o w  a n  i m p a c t  i n  m y
p r e v i o u s  r o l e s , "  B o j i  s h a r e d .  
   A f t e r  t w o  m e n t o r s h i p  s e s s i o n s ,  B o j i  i n t e r v i e w e d
a n d  w a s  o f f e r e d  a  g r a p h i c  d e s i g n  j o b  a n d  c r e d i t s
m e n t o r s h i p  f o r  h e l p i n g  t h e m  l a n d  a  j o b .  

L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  t r a i n e d  i n
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  m a n a g e m e n t
a n d  f i n a n c i a l  l i t e r a c y .

195

142
L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m
s e e k e r s  r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g  a n d
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  e s t a b l i s h
k i t c h e n  g a r d e n s ,  w h i c h
e n h a n c e d  t h e i r  a c c e s s  t o
d i v e r s e  f o o d s  i n  K e n y a .

156 L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m
s e e k e r s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r
e c o n o m i c  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y
t h r o u g h  s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g  i n
E u r o p e  a n d  K e n y a .   

L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m
s e e k e r s  r e c e i v e d  d i g i t a l  s k i l l s
t r a i n i n g  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r
a b i l i t y  t o  a c c e s s  o n l i n e  j o b
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  M e x i c o  a n d
K e n y a .

70

L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d  a s y l u m
s e e k e r s  r e c e i v e d  s e e d  f u n d i n g
t o  s t a r t  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  h e l p  m e e t
t h e i r  b a s i c  n e e d s  i n  K e n y a .

63

20
L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n
O R A M ’ s  t r a i n i n g  o f  t r a i n e r s
( T o T )  p r o g r a m  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t
s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d
f i n a n c i a l  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g
m e t h o d o l o g y  t o  c o a c h  t h e
c o m m u n i t y .  

E M P O W E R M E N T  I M P A C T  :  F I S C A L  Y E A R  2 0 2 4
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ADVOCACY
ORAM ADVOCATES FOR LGBTIQ REFUGEES :  365  

O R A M  s u p p o r t s  t h e  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e  s e c t o r  w i t h  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,
c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  a n d  a d v o c a c y  t o  d r i v e  s u s t a i n a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  a d d r e s s
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  c h a m p i o n s  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s .   

O R A M ' s  i n c l u s i o n  t r a i n i n g  h e l p s
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  u n i q u e
c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  b y  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d
a s y l u m  s e e k e r s .  O u r  g o a l  i s  t o  m a k e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e f u g e e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  m o r e
i n c l u s i v e  f o r  t h e  d i s p l a c e d  L G B T I Q
c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  t r a i n i n g  i n v o l v e s
s t a k e h o l d e r s  f r o m  L G B T I Q  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,
l o c a l  r e f u g e e - s e r v i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h u m a n i t a r i a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,
U N H C R  a n d  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  w h o  s e r v e
d i s p l a c e d  p e r s o n s .  

INCLUSION TRAINING

O R A M  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  c i v i l
s o c i e t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( C S O s )  a n d ,  w h e n
a p p l i c a b l e ,  L G B T I Q  C S O s  o n  t h e  u n i q u e
c h a l l e n g e s  o f  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d
n e e d s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h
o u t r e a c h ,  m e n t o r s h i p  s u p p o r t ,  p e e r
l e a r n i n g  a n d  n e t w o r k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,
a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
a s s e s s m e n t  t o o l s .  

CAPACITY  STRENGTHENING

O R A M  s e r v e s  a s  a  h u b  t o  c o n n e c t  q u e e r
r e f u g e e s  w i t h  s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  f u n d e r s ,  a n d
c o l l a b o r a t o r s  i n  t h e  s p a c e .  W e  c o n n e c t
L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t ,
r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  a d v o c a t e s  n e e d e d  t o  l i v e
s a f e  a n d  e m p o w e r e d  l i v e s .

HUB FOR LGBTIQ ISSUES AND
SUPPORT

O R A M  p a r t n e r s  w i t h  o n - t h e - g r o u n d
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  e n s u r e  o u r
w o r k  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  n e e d s  a n d  c o n c e r n s .
A l o n g s i d e  t r a n s p a r e n t  r e p o r t i n g  o n  O R A M ’ s
c u r r e n t  p r o j e c t s ,  w e  a l s o  e l e v a t e  t h e  v o i c e s
o f  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  t h r o u g h  i n t e r v i e w s  a n d
b l o g  p o s t s .  

AMPLIFY  LGBTIQ REGFUGEE
VOICES

O R A M  b r o a d e n s  g l o b a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e  n e e d s  b y  a c t i v e l y
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  i n f l u e n t i a l  n e t w o r k s  a n d
c o a l i t i o n s .  O u r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e s e  g r o u p s
e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  u n i q u e  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  b y
L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a r e  r e c o g n i z e d  a n d
a d d r e s s e d  o n  a  g l o b a l  s c a l e .  K e y
p a r t n e r s h i p s  i n c l u d e  t h e  C o u n c i l  f o r  G l o b a l
E q u a l i t y ,  I L G A  W o r l d ,  t h e  G l o b a l  R e f u g e e
F o r u m ,  E n g a g e  f o r  G o o d ,  a n d  W o r l d  P r i d e .    

COALIT ION AND NETWORKS
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MEET JOAN (SHE/HER)  AND 
VANESA (SHE/HER)  

   J o a n  a n d  V a n e s a  a r e  a  l e s b i a n  c o u p l e  f r o m  C o l o m b i a .
L a c k i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s a f e  s p a c e s  i n
C o l o m b i a ,  J o a n  a n d  V a n e s a  f l e d  t o  M e x i c o  C i t y ,  w h e r e
t h e y  b e c a m e  r e f u g e e s .  R e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n
C o l o m b i a ,  J o a n  a n d  V a n e s a  b e c a m e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h
a c t i v i s t s  a n d  f o u n d e d  t h e i r  o w n  b u s i n e s s ,  P o e s í a  P i n t a d a
( P a i n t e d  P o e t r y ) .  
   " I  f e e l  [ P o e s í a  P i n t a d a ]  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  g o o d  b e c a u s e  i t ' s
a l s o  h e l p e d  o t h e r s  t o  e x p r e s s  m a n y  o f  t h o s e  f e e l i n g s  a n d
e m o t i o n s  w e  k e e p  h i d d e n  i n  t h e  c l o s e t , "  V a n e s a  s h a r e d .  
   O R A M  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  J o a n  a n d  V a n e s a ' s  b u s i n e s s  t o
o f f e r  a n  a r t  t h e r a p y  w o r k s h o p  t o  2 4  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s
a n d  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  i n  M e x i c o  C i t y .  
   " I t  b u i l d s  t h a t  s e l f - e s t e e m  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  d e v e l o p
o t h e r  a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  y o u  w e r e n ' t  a w a r e  o f ,  u s i n g  a r t  a s  a  t o o l
f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n , "  J o a n  s h a r e d  a b o u t  t h e  w o r k s h o p ' s
i m p a c t .  
   I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  w o r k s h o p ,  J o a n  a n d  V a n e s a
i l l u s t r a t e d  O R A M ' s  g u i d e  f o r  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d
a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  i n  M e x i c o  C i t y .  

A D V O C A C Y  I M P A C T  :  F I S C A L  Y E A R  2 0 2 4

I n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  2 6
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d
i n c l u s i o n  t r a i n i n g  f r o m
O R A M  t h r o u g h  t h e
L G B T I Q  R e f u g e e  I n c l u s i o n
P r o g r a m  i n  P o l a n d .   

97%

61

O f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  O R A M ’ s
i n c l u s i o n  t r a i n i n g  i n
P o l a n d  i m p r o v e d  t h e i r
k n o w l e d g e  o f  L G B T I Q
i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  r e f u g e e
s e c t o r .

C i v i l  s o c i e t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
( C S O s )  t a r g e t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e
t o  r e c e i v e  c a p a c i t y
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  s u p p o r t  f r o m
O R A M  i n  P o l a n d  ( f o u r  o f  w h i c h
a r e  L G B T I Q  C S O s ) .

16

P a r t n e r s h i p s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d
w i t h  b u s i n e s s e s ,  f u n d e r s ,  a n d
o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  p r o v i d e
L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  w i t h
m e n t o r s h i p  a n d  j o b  p l a c e m e n t
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  M e x i c o ,
G e r m a n y ,  a n d  K e n y a .  

21

14



L G B T I Q  R E F U G E E  F R O M  H A I T I  
P A R T I C I P A T I N G  I N  A N  A D V O C A C Y  
A C T I V I T Y ,  T I JUANA

O R A M  S T A F F  A N D  B O A R D  C H A I R  A T  A
F U N D R A I S I N G  E V E N T ,  BERL IN
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O R A M  A M P L I F I E S
REFUGEE PRIDE :  365
G L O B A L L Y  

O v e r  t h e  l a s t  t w e l v e  m o n t h s ,  O R A M  t e a m
m e m b e r s  e n s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  u n i q u e
c h a l l e n g e s  i m p a c t i n g  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d
a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  w e r e  f r o n t  a n d  c e n t e r  a t
v a r i o u s  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  e v e n t s  a r o u n d
t h e  w o r l d .  A s  p a r t  o f  O R A M ’ s  n e w
s t r a t e g i c  p l a n ,  w e  w i l l  p u r s u e  a d v o c a c y  t o
c o m p l e m e n t  o u r  p r o g r a m m a t i c  w o r k  i n  k e y
a r e a s ,  a n d  t h i s  y e a r  O R A M ’ s  g l o b a l  s t a f f
h a d  s e v e r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d o  t h i s .

ORAM BRINGS LGBTIQ REFUGEE
ISSUES TO THE GLOBAL STAGE 

HIGHLIGHTS OF EVENTS IN 2023 OUR TEAM
PARTICIPATED IN:

T h e  v a r i o u s  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  e v e n t s
c o v e r e d  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  t o p i c s ,  i n  m a n y
d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  g l o b e .  W e  w e r e
t h r i l l e d  t h a t  m a n y  o f  O R A M ’ s  t e a m
m e m b e r s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  t h e  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  a n d
a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  w e  s e r v e .  

M A Y   –  T H E  C O U N C I L  F O R  G L O B A L  E Q U A L I T Y ’ S  S P R I N G
M E E T I N G  W A S H I N G T O N  D C

J U N E   –  T H E  S O C I A L  I N N O V A T I O N  S U M M I T  L O S  A N G E L E S

J U N E   –  U N H C R ' S  G L O B A L  R O U N D T A B L E  O N  L G B T I Q  R E F U G E E
I S S U E S  G E N E V A   

J U L Y   –  V I  M E E T I N G  O F  L G B T I +  P O L I T I C A L  L E A D E R S H I P  O F  T H E
A M E R I C A S  A N D  C A R I B B E A N  M E X I C O  C I T Y  

O C T O B E R   –  A I R B N B ' S  A F R I C A  T R A V E L  S U M M I T  J O H A N N E S B U R G

N O V E M B E R   –  T H E  A L L I A N C E  F O R  G E N D E R  E Q U A L I T Y  I N
E U R O P E  ( A G E E )  R O U N D T A B L E  B R U S S E L S

D E C E M B E R   –  T H E  G L O B A L  R E F U G E E  F O R U M  G E N E V A
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MAKE REFUGEE PRIDE: 365
POSSIBLE

O R A M ’ s  p a r t n e r s  e n a b l e  O R A M  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  t o o l s  n e e d e d  f o r  L G B T I Q
r e f u g e e s  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e i r  l i v e s  g l o b a l l y .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w a y s  o u r
p a r t n e r s  h e l p  f u r t h e r  o u r  m i s s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h r o u g h  g e n e r o u s  f i n a n c i a l
c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  p r o v i d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  d i s p l a c e d  L G B T I Q  p e r s o n s ,
a n d  u t i l i z i n g  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  t o  s p r e a d  a w a r e n e s s  f o r  q u e e r  r e f u g e e s
a n d  a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  i s s u e s .  

J o i n  t h e  ORAM's  Refugee  Pr ide :  365  m o v e m e n t  a n d  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .
W h e t h e r  y o u ' r e  s t a r t i n g  y o u r  j o u r n e y  w i t h  u s  o r  l o o k i n g  t o  d e e p e n  y o u r
i m p a c t ,  h e r e  a r e  s o m e  w a y s  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d .

Donate  
Every donation helps bui ld a path for
LGBTIQ refugees.

Guardians  
Monthly  donors  who advance the mission and
vis ion of ORAM through consistent and
impactful  support .
 
Advocates
High level  monthly  donors  ($100+/month)
who sustain and champion the mission and
vis ion of ORAM through their  s ignif icant
and ongoing support .
 
Ambassadors
Major  donors  ($1,000+ annual ly)  who bolster
and i l luminate the mission and vis ion of
ORAM. 
 
Visionaries
Endowment and legacy donors  who are
forward-thinking and transformative in
ensuring the long-term mission and vis ion of
ORAM through their  enduring and impactful
contr ibutions.  

Corporate Match & Employee Giving
Make your donation go further to  help
LGBTIQ refugees through ut i l iz ing your
corporate match.

We want you to be a part  of  the Refugee
Pride:  365 movement.  ORAM part ic ipates in
the Combined Federal  Campaign (CFC) and
is  act ive in Benevity.  

Volunteer 
Volunteer opportunit ies include Events,
Ski l ls  Based Volunteering,  Board Service
and more.  I f  interested,  please contact Kyle
at kylek@oramrefugee.org.  

In-Kind Support
In-kind donations help ORAM spread the
word about our work and help us reach
more LGBTIQ refugees.  Thank you to one
of our in-kind partners ,  Captain Notepad,
for the generous in-kind donation of
printed copies of  this  report!  
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CORPORATE ENGAGEMENT

ORAM celebrates the global  corporate community’s  commitment to support ing
LGBTIQ refugees.  ORAM’s approach to corporate partnerships is  much l ike our
work in the f ie ld.  We l isten and col laborate with corporate partners to bui ld
deeply impactful  partnerships.

I f  you would l ike to explore partnership opportunit ies for  your company,  please
contact Mel issa at  mel issap@oramrefugee.org.  Engagement opportunit ies include:

Lunch & Learns,  ERG Events,  Panel  Part ic ipation,  Mentorship,  Field Teaching,
and Mult ifaceted Sponsorship Opportunit ies.

MAKE REFUGEE PRIDE: 365
POSSIBLE
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M I C R O S O F T  S T A F F  A T  A N  L G B T I Q
R E F U G E E  S H E L T E R ,  T I J U A N A
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W e  a r e  d e e p l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  o u r  g e n e r o u s  c o m m u n i t y  o f  s u p p o r t e r s  w h o  m a k e  o u r  w o r k
p o s s i b l e .  A l l  t h e  s u p p o r t  O R A M  r e c e i v e s ,  w h e t h e r  f r o m  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  i n d i v i d u a l s ,
o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  h e l p s  u s  p r o v i d e  m o r e  L G B T I Q  r e f u g e e s  w i t h  t h e  t o o l s  t o  h e l p  t h e m  r e b u i l d
t h e i r  l i v e s  w i t h  d i g n i t y .

C O R P O R A T E  
Amazon Music
Buffalo Exchange
Microsoft 
Visa 
Visa Germany 

F O U N D A T I O N S
Alliance for Gender Equality in Europe 
AmazonSmile Foundation
Airbnb.org
Center for Disaster Philanthropy Global Recovery Fund
Equality Without Borders
GiveOut
Mossier LLC
The Stonewall Inn Gives Back Initiative
Wellspring Philanthropic Fund

Aaron Zimmerman
Christine Chambliss
Colleen Clawson
Elodie Sampere
Gavin Johnston Stewart
Jude Thaddaeus
Karla Nagy
Nancy Bares
Roy Mirenda

AccountingX
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Arjun Nagarkatti
Bob Nankin
Daniel Creekmore
Daniel Morgan Duty Charitable Fund
David Buchan
David Hardy
David Lassiter & Todd Harding
Debrah & Doug Engen
Demetrios Marantis
Donald Prible Fund
Douglas & Kristen Edwards Family Fund
Eastbourne Fund
Emily Rosenberg & Darlene deManincor
Gerry Tyrell & Kevin Reuther
J Castellano
James Frost
Jody Cole

A M B A S S A D O R S

John L Sullivan Fund
Laura Flynn
Matthew Staman & Alan Quezada
Mo Bidair
Naomi Sobel & Becky Silverstein
Piscean Butterfly LLC
Rabih Nayfe
Rajiv Desai
Ron Florance Fund
Steve & Karen Sonnenberg
Steve Dumas
Steve Roth
Steven Walker
The Bob Morrison Giving Fund
The Voelbel Family Fund
The Witkin Family Fund
Theodore Cornwell 
Tim Aitkens
Ward & Kris Brehm Fund
Vino Ambrose

THANK YOU

$ 1 , 0 0 0 +

V I S I O N A R I E S
E n d o w m e n t  a n d  L e g a c y

Andrew Ward

G U A R D I A N S
$ 1 0 0 +  M o n t h  R e c u r r i n g

A D V O C A T E S
R e c u r r i n g

Ricardo Valdes
Steve Dumas

NEW DONOR



YOU MADE AN IMPACT
SUPPORTERS NEW DONOR
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Ramses Rogers
Richard Lowe
Robert Peters
Robert Stein
Robert Wood Johnson
     Foundation 
Robie Mitchell
Ruth Decalo
Samar Shah
Sarah & David Kearns
Scott Green
Sean Kim
Seth Matheson
Simon Levay
Siobhan Yorgun
Stephen Davis
Stephen Huey
Stephen Yale-Loehr
Steve Blaha
Steven Brook
Steven Elman & 
     Thomas Holt
Steven Oppenheim
Steven Schultz

Stuart Robertson
Stuart Stelzer
Susan Bottomley
Teamtrio Fund
Todd Calvin
Todd Pederson
Tom Chatt & 
   George Scheideman
Tommy Ho
William A. Goldsberry
Zachary Johnson

Pa Dao Xiong
Patricia Deuter
Paul Munkholm
Paul Zak
Peter Mayer
Peter Rusch
Pirktl Giving Fund
Qing Z. Wu
Rachel Alulis

Eric Stults
Erika Dauði
Eva Zewdie
Fishman Wright Family Foundation
G Maughfling
Gary Taruscio
Greg Seremetis
Harvey Zuckman
Heather Campbell
Howard Herman
Ian Lording
Ilyas Iliya Fund
Isaac Hoeschen
James Franicevich & Eugene Rodriguez
James McCloud
James Raymond
Jane Stockman
Jason Schlatter
Jason Sheeler
Jason Woodruff
Jeff Marsh
Jenny Gonzalez-Bohnert
Jerry Lee & Don Ofstedal
Jim Oakley
Jo Haugen
Joe Lavy
John Allen
John Gappa
John Murakami
John Welch
Jon & Toni Kvamme
Jonathan Brody
Jose Rodriguez
Joseph LaVoie
Josie Presley
JP Van Zytveld

Juan Magallanes
Julia Starr
Kaitlyn Dormer
Katherine Bloom O'Connell
Katherine Jacobson
Katie Zitnik
Ken Janssens
Koen Brormann

Eric Finkelstein
Eric Lease & Alex MacKay

Lawrence Wexler
Leah Combs
Lee Badgett
Leslie Anderson-Zand
Lia Evans
Linda Gonzalez
Luis Guitart
Maciek Kolodziejczak
Mackenzie Bledsoe
Madison Growe
Marc Malkin
Marifi Deungria
Mark & Kristin White
Mark Aurigemma & 
     Brad Greenwood
Mark Duran
Mark Scheider
Mark Thompson
Mark Weaver
Mary & Justin Lee
Mary Nicol
Matthew Pond
Matthew Wilch
Maureen Mahoney
Max Pritchard
Maya Chandrasekaran
Marissa & Dan Zwelling
Michael Balaban
Michael Reedy
Michelle Orro
Milo Pinkerton
Moira Turner
Monica Devens
Nader Khorassani
Nathan Rackstraw
Nicholas Linell
Nick Alm
Nicki Hangsleben
Nina Woulk
Oscar Yuan
Outpatch L3C

Lawrence Glinzman
Laurence Edwards

Kristy Lynch & Theresa Starkey
Kyle Kvamme
Laura Tarlo-Ross

Dipali Desai
Eason Hookom Family Fund
Eddie Hunt
Ellen Evans
Ellen Kinsella
Enrique Torre Molina

Aaron Mattingly
Abbe Land
Aik Hong Lee
Alan Miles
Alexander Perten
Alexis Walstad
Alice Clack
Alison Moed
Aliza Lopes-Baker
Angel Chen
Anna Glassman-Kaufman
Anne C. Campbell
Annie Bosick
Anonymous (x 15)
Anonymous (x 12)
Ari Weinstein
Ashish Rohira
Barry Goldblatt
Belle Marie Mahoney
Ben Abold-LaBreche
Bennett Yellin

Bex Takacs-Britz
Bill Bob Tallent
Bob Satawake
Brett Greenstein
Brittney Troumbly
Caitlin Irr
Chris Kindler
Chris Merritt
Clara Jaeckel
Dahlia Fisch
Danez Smith
Daniel Larson
Daniel Rice
David Adler
David Bjork & Jeff Bengtson
David McAninch
Denise Mathys
Desoye Osunade
Dexter Tang



Contributions $216,961 $236,575

Grants $739,712 $774,502*

Consulting fees $50,664 $37,475

Other revenue $19,212 $8,760

Total Revenue $1,026,549 $1,057,312

Cash & cash equivalents $334,019 $326,289

Grants receivable $100,000 --

Prepaid expenses & other
assets

$28,730 $6,191

Deposits $4,842 $4,298

Total Assets $467,591 $336,778

Foreign currency
translation (loss/gain)

$2,987 ($7,419)

Changes in net assets $151,343 ($551,676)

Net assets at the
beginning of the year

$59,964 $211,307

Net assets at the 
end of the year $211,307 ($340,369)

International programs $612,547 $1,170,548

General & administrative $183,658 $257,945

Fundraising $81,988 $173,076

Total Expenses $878,193 $1,601,569

Accounts payable $64,922 $203,949

Refundable advance $168,788 $448,103

Accrued salaries & related
benefits

$22,574 $25,095

Total Liabilities $256,284 $677,147

Without donor
restrictions

$42,257 ($340,369)

With donor restrictions $169,050 --

Total Net Assets $211,307 ($340,369)

Total Liabilities 
and Net Assets $467,591 $336,778
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FINANCIALS

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF 
ACTIVITIES AND CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 

REVENUES &  SUPPORT MAR 31, 2023 CURRENT ASSETS

OTHER

EXPENSES

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF ORAM’S 
FINANCIAL POSITION AS OF MARCH 31, 2024

CURRENT L IABIL IT IES

NET ASSETS

F I S C A L  Y E A R  A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 3  -  M A R C H  3 1 ,  2 0 2 4

*This total does not include the $740,122 in FY24 grants 
that have not yet been released from donor restrictions

MAR 31, 2024 MAR 31, 2023 MAR 31, 2024

MAR 31, 2023 MAR 31, 2024 MAR 31, 2023 MAR 31, 2024

MAR 31, 2023 MAR 31, 2024 MAR 31, 2023 MAR 31, 2024



A N  O R A M  C L I E N T  W I T H  AMARANTHA ,  O R  P I G W E E D ,
A S  A  P A R T  O F  T H E I R  K I T C H E N  G A R D E N ,  K A K U M A
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@ O R A M R E F U G E E

OUR TEAM

Steve Roth   Executive Director 
Anja Limon   Director of Programs 
Melissa Pierce   Director of Development       

STAFF BOARD
Rajiv Desai   Chair
Elodie Sampere   Vice Chair
Arjun Nagarkatti   Treasurer
Perry Witkin   Secretary
Enrique Torre Molina   Member
Nicki Hangsleben   Member

VOLUNTEERS
Alex Bourgeau   Tech Support
Hayden Ekdall   Event Volunteer
James Guest  Event Volunteer
Jorge Chavez   Event Volunteer
Kenzie Bledsoe  Event Volunteer
Marina Demianchuk   Volunteer Project Assistant
Mark Aurigemma   Volunteer/Translator

JOIN THE 
MOVEMENT
Join ORAM in helping provide LGBTIQ
refugees and asylum seekers with the tools
needed to live dignified lives and embrace
Refugee Pride: 365.  

S E N I O R  L E A D E R S H I P

T h e  p e o p l e  w h o  h e l p  m a k e  R e f u g e e  P r i d e  p o s s i b l e  3 6 5  d a y s  a  y e a r .  

Adam McNally   Inclusion Specialist
Aras Örgen   Capacity Strengthening Specialist 
Barbara Ngianah  MEAL Assistant
Camille Ogoti   Germany Program Manager 
Kennedy Mwangi   Program Assistant – Nairobi
Kyle Kvamme   Communications & Development Coordinator 
Oliver Dougherty   Ukraine Program Officer
René A. Tec-López   Mexico Program Officer 
Priscilla Kendi   Program Assistant 
Reuben Okwach   Program Officer – Kakuma
Winfred Wangari    East African Program Manager 

G L O B A L  T E A M

Subscribe to receive ORAM’s monthly
newsletter at http://eepurl.com/heqg4H.

Follow ORAM on Facebook, Instagram,
LinkedIn, and X at @ORAMrefugee.  

S U B S C R I B E
Give online at
oramrefugee.org/donate 
or scan the QR code.   

D O N A T E

Donations by mail can be sent to: 
ORAM 1325 Quincy St NE Ste A1
Minneapolis, MN 55413   
EIN: 26-3748676 
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